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“Villages” with a vibrant community
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INE  ETHEEE, AO9NBRXEARBIMZA  Joan: Here in New York, with the change of seasons,
B RBIRREA, XHMREEEXCRTE. H  days are no longer so hot and nights are cool and
MRS S E AN S R T crisp, signalling that summer is over. In fact, it’s
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HozL weekend catching events large and small at “The
INE  XANEARTBTF 2018 F, E—ANESEM  Village Trip” festival. Tell me more!

W7 AL 2 TR E Y . E B X BB # Joan: The festival was launched in 2018 as a
Hohg B A B R B e XL AT community-wide celebration of historic downtown
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Bl 1 93tk BENZA
TRACIEDMER, BRRZRUADE LT Washington Square. These areas have witnessed
Ar, LEMZB2MERZA - B88T. TREREH  yremendous creativity, having been the stomping

the town.
Valery: | hear you've been busy over the past

areas in Manhattan, the most iconic of which is

RAE - IFULRITRFHEE - BIRES. grounds for prominent writers (Henry James),
ING: BRTHRAZS R, XBEESMEE+ 54y  experimental composers (John Cage) and popular
07 B singers (Bob Dylan), to name a few.

Valery: It is still a hotbed for jazz, in addition to

INER : BASCUNME. AR — REEBMBSR
OEEX! IMER—ADRBBNIIEK. EEE  joq, Indeed, the “Village” continues to be a vital
MR, ZATHAREN—FKRBEEMNBAF  community, and most importantly, organizers of

HE SR, WA EERERE - FRIEFIEEE the festival (founder Liz Thomson from England,
AT HEA S HARBELEYNTE5Ra, i now Co-Artistic Director with Clifford Pearson) put
B RES. EARBEE BWAEN BT together concerts, talks, neighorhood walks, art
EREINENE+2FER, XIEROBEENER

MR warms my heart.
ING  BREZATHEAMY FEF THEGE  Valery: | read online (www.thevillagetrip.com) and

classical music.

exhibitions (some offered for free, others at very
reasonable ticket prices) for everyone, which really
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am really impressed by its mission statement: “To
uplift, to entertain and to celebrate the arts for all
New Yorkers, their families and all people from
around the world who come to visit Downtown
Manhattan’s special oases, Greenwich Village and
the East Village.”

Joan: The concerts take place in open spaces,
churches, libraries and small museums. In the span
of three days, | attended four events, including a
world premiere of a song cycle—Five American
Voices—by the festival’s Artist Emeritus David Amram
(b. 1930), who is still revered as the “Renaissance
man in American music.”

Valery: | see involvement of the two daughters of
Leonard Bernstein—Jamie and Nina. Nina appeared
on stage at a family concert as narrator for Saint-
Saéns’s Carnival of the Animals. The program
included a teenage singer and 9-year-old pianist
having a chance in the spotlight.

Joan: Nina’s elder sister Jamie was curator and host of
an excellent program entitled “Bernstein Remix,” which
was a fundraiser for the inventive educational model,
Artful Learning, that was formulated by her late brother
Alex (who died just a few months ago). And on Sunday
afternoon, there was also a gamelan performance
outside a church: the music was mesmerizing—it even
overwhelmed the traffic noise. @
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