
 

The Village Trip 2025 
Ten-day festival launches on Friday, September 19 

 
Star-studded Bernstein Remix! Benefit sold out 

Maestro Leonard Bernstein’s memorabilia to be sold at 
fundraising auction 

 
New York, NY, September 16, 2025 – The Village Trip, the annual festival of culture 
and community in Greenwich Village and the East Village/Lower East Side, returns for 
its seventh season, September 19–28, 2025. With 35+ events – folk, rock, jazz, and 
classical and new music; art, poetry, walks, talks and comedy – The Village Trip 
continues its mission of celebrating the dynamic history and creative present of the 
Village.  
 
Bernstein Remix! – A Benefit for Artful Learning, curated by Jamie Bernstein at The 
Loft at City Winery on September 21 presents a stellar line-up of artists reinterpreting 
the music and words of her father, Leonard Bernstein. The event has sold out, but 
tickets are still available for Classical Cool! on September 20 at St John’s in the 
Village, a family concert featuring Saint-Saens’ Carnival of the Animals narrated by 
Nina Bernstein Simmons, the Maestro’s youngest daughter, as well as a number of 
Bernstein favorites. The concert, conducted by Victoria Bond, introduces two bright 
young talents, pianist Opal Garg and soprano Melanie Chin.  
 
The festival’s opening Bernstein Weekend (September 20-22) is a fundraiser for Artful 
Learning, the visionary educational model founded by the late Alexander Bernstein that 
put his father’s philosophies of education into practice. Leonard and Felicia Bernstein’s 
two daughters will preside over a silent auction.  
 
In addition to tickets for a New York Philharmonic Orchestra concert, signed posters 
and CDs, and a jazz piano lesson with Pete Malinverni, lots include: 
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• Leonard Bernstein's Flask, accompanied by its usual contents: a bottle of 
Ballantine's Scotch. 
From Leonard Bernstein's cabinet to yours! Explore a unique piece of history 
with Leonard Bernstein's Flask, which he always filled with his favorite, 
Ballantine's Scotch. (A bottle from the Bernstein family liquor closet 
included.) 

• Limited Edition Battistoni Leonard Bernstein Tie & Scarf Set 
A distinguished ensemble celebrating the legacy of the legendary composer. 
Crafted with impeccable Italian craftsmanship, this luxurious set features a 
beautifully designed silk tie paired with a cashmere scarf, both embodying 
sophistication and elegance.  

• Lunch & Tour for Two at the Bernstein Family House in Fairfield, CT 
Experience an exclusive afternoon with Jamie Bernstein at the historic 
Bernstein family residence in Fairfield, CT. This stunning 1870s home, 
featured in Bradley Cooper's film Maestro, offers a rich glimpse into a storied 
past. Enjoy a guided tour of the beautifully preserved house and grounds, 
followed by a delightful lunch.  

 
Other festival highlights include: 

• Village Voices (September 19, St John’s in the Village) – baritone James Martin 
and pianist Lynn Raley performing world premières of work by Carman Moore, 
Maria Thompson Corley and David Amram, the festival’s Artist Emeritus, whose 
song cycle Five American Voices was commissioned for The Village Trip 2025 

• My Name is New York: A Walking Tour Through Woody Guthrie’s Village – the 
legendary singer-songwriter’s grandchildren Anna Canoni and Cole Quest lead a 
walk-with-music around the places where Woody lived and wrote (September 
21)   

• Howl: A Performance with Percussion and Cornet (September 23, Bowery 
Poetry Club) – marking the 70th anniversary of the completion of Allen 
Ginsberg’s Beat masterpiece, a unique interpretation bringing together Justin Jay 
Hines (percussion and voice) and Kirk Knuffke (cornet) 

• The Cornelia Street Café in Exile – a screening of Michael Jacobsohn’s 
documentary about Robin Hirsch and the Café that was for four decades central 
to the New York City arts scene, the incubator for Suzanne Vega and The Vagina 
Monologues (September 25, IFC) 

• It’s Complicated: New York’s 400-Year Relationship with its Waterfront 
(September 26, Pier 57) – a panel discussion exploring the evolving role of New 
York City’s waterfront, featuring critic Michael Kimmelman, architect Matthijs 
Bouw, Hudson River Park Trust president Noreen Doyle, and oyster entrepreneur 
Ben “Moody” Harney 

• Kennedy Administration in Washington Square Park – the festival’s signature 
free concert features a genre-blending set from Kennedy Administration, with 
guest Dali Rose (September 27, Garibaldi Plaza)  
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“The Village Trip’s mission is to express the spirit of Greenwich Village, where artists and 
all kinds of creative people have gathered for at least 150 years to pioneer new ideas 
and pursue social activism,” say Liz Thomson and Cliff Pearson, joint artistic directors 
of the festival. 

### 
 
 
About The Village Trip 
Founded in 2018 by British author and journalist Liz Thomson, The Village Trip is a 
festival celebrating the rich cultural history and vibrant creative present of one of the 
world’s most storied and legendary neighborhoods, a place where arts and activism 
have long intersected to impact lives far beyond New York City and the United States.  
For more information and tickets, visit The VillageTrip.com. Click here for photos and 
video assets. 
 
The Village Trip is a 501(c)3 non-profit organisation. Donations are tax-deductible. 
 
Media inquiries:  
Emily McGill, emily@emilymcgillentertainment.com 
Liz Thomson, LizThomson@TheVillageTrip.com  
Cliff Pearson, CliffPearson@TheVillageTrip.com  
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