
From Bernstein and Guthrie to New Funk and the Red Scare: Ten-Day Festival 

Set to Energize Downtown with Entertainment and Hot-Button Issues 

 
(New York, August 12, 2025) The Village Trip kicks off its seventh year with a dynamic mix of music, 
tours, comedy, art, architecture, film, and talks addressing critical issues facing New York today. The 
festival celebrates Greenwich Village—both East and West—reinforcing its role as New York’s 
cauldron of creativity, the place where art meets activism and hijinks meet high ideals. At a time of 
economic and political stress, this function is more important than ever. 
 
“The Village Trip’s mission is to express the spirit of Greenwich Village, where artists and all kinds of 
creative people have gathered for at least 150 years to pioneer new ideas and pursue social 
activism,” say Liz Thomson and Cliff Pearson, joint artistic directors of the festival. 
 
The opening weekend presents a pair of concerts connecting today’s music with the genius of 
Leonard Bernstein. Two years after Bradley Cooper’s Oscar-nominated Maestro brought Bernstein to 
the big screen, Lenny is the driving force behind Classical Cool!, a children’s concert on Saturday, 
September 20 at 2:00pm at St John’s in the Village (218 W 11th St) with narration by his youngest 
daughter, Nina Bernstein Simmons. 
 
On Sunday, September 21 at 7:00pm at The Loft at City Winery (25 11th Ave), Bernstein Remix! 
presents a program curated by eldest daughter Jamie Bernstein, who invited a group of performers 
from jazz, Broadway, classical, and hip-hop to rethink and reimagine her father’s work. Both events 
will raise funds for Artful Learning, the innovative learning model established by the late Alexander 
Bernstein. 
 
Founded in 2018, The Village Trip celebrates culture and community in Greenwich Village and the 
East Village/Lower East Side. Its signature event is a free concert in Washington Square Park on 
Saturday, September 27 at 4:00pm, which this year will feature Kennedy Administration, whose 
sonic tapestry weaves together jazz, R&B, funk, and pop, as well as Dali Rose, whose music has 
shades of jazz, blues, rock, classical, and gospel.  
 
George Carlin and Joan Rivers were among the comic geniuses who launched their careers in dingy 

Village clubs. We honour that heritage with Stand Up & Be Counted!, the festival’s comedy night, 

which returns for its third year on Tuesday, September 23 at 7:00pm at Greenwich Village Comedy 

Club (99 Macdougal Street).   

 

Curated as usual by Village artist and historian Marc Kehoe, Framing the Village, the annual art 

exhibition opens on Saturday, September 20 at 1:00pm at St John’s in the Village (218 W 11th St) 

https://www.thevillagetrip.com/


and will run throughout the festival, an acknowledgement of the neighborhood’s centrality to 

groundbreaking art movements of these past one-hundred years. Its theme this year is 

Freedomland! 

 
Other highlights include: 

● Village Voices with James Martin, baritone, and Lynn Raley, piano, performing world 
premieres of work by Carman Moore, Maria Thompson Corley, and David Amram, Village 
Trip Artist Emeritus (Friday, September 19 at 7:00pm, at St John’s in the Village, 218 W 11th 
St). New classical music for modern audiences. 

● Walking Tour Through Woody Guthrie’s Greenwich Village, led by his grandchildren Anna 
Canoni and Cole Quest (Sunday, September 21, at 11:00am, at 70 E 12th St). Exploring the 
Village life of the Dust Bowl balladeer who gave us “This Land is Your Land.” 

● The Village Trip Lecture by Clay Risen, New York Times reporter and author of Red Scare: 
Blacklists, McCarthyism and the Making of Modern America (Sunday, September 21 at 
1:30pm, at the Jefferson Market Library). A reminder that the past is always prologue. 

● Howl: A Performance with Percussion and Cornet (Tuesday, September 23 at 7:30pm, at 
the Bowery Poetry Club, 308 Bowery). Allen Ginsberg’s Beat masterpiece staged by jazz 
improviser Justin Jay Hines and coronet-player Kirk Knuffke 

● Poets of Patchin Place: Musical Settings of Village Poets (Wednesday, September 24 at 
7:00pm, at the Salmagundi Club, 47 Fifth Avenue). Djuna Barnes, ee cummings and friends. 

● It’s Complicated: New York’s 400-Year Relationship with its Waterfront, a panel discussion 
of rising sea levels, infrastructure, architecture, and oysters (Friday, September 26 at 5:00pm 
at Pier 47, Daffodil Room, 15th Street at Hudson River Park). This this event is made possible 
through the support of DutchCultureUSA, a program of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
the United States.  

● Thunder in the Village: Dylan and the Making of a Musical Rebellion (Friday, September 26 
at 6:00pm, at Cafe Wha?, 115 MacDougal Street) celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
Rolling Thunder tour. 

 
 
For more information and tickets, visit TheVillageTrip.com    
View the sizzle reel.  
Download images here. 
 
Media inquiries: Emily McGill, emily@emilymcgillentertainment.com 
Liz Thomson, LizThomson@TheVillageTrip.com  
Cliff Pearson, CliffPearson@TheVillageTrip.com  
 
 

The Village Trip is a 501(c)3 non-profit organisation. Donations are tax-deductible. 
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